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 Refocus the purpose of local government
Introduction
In March 2012 the Minister for Local Government announced a reform programme for local government. The programme is part of the Government’s broader economic growth programme, and is designed to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of local government. Called “Better Local Government”, the programme consists of two phases. The first of these phases has resulted in changes to the Local Government Act 2002.

This fact sheet explains the changes to the purpose of local government.
What’s new?

The purpose of local government, as defined in the Act, continues to be to “enable democratic local decision-making and action by, and on behalf of, communities”. This hasn’t changed.
The second part of the purpose of local government is now: “to meet the current and future needs of communities for good-quality local infrastructure, local public services and performance of regulatory functions in a way that is most cost-effective for households and businesses”.
What are the benefits?
The change focuses local authorities on doing the things only they can do, and do well. It encourages them to reduce red tape and compliance costs; minimise rates; lower debt and provide high quality infrastructure in a cost-effective way.
The new Act reinforces that local government acts on behalf of its communities and works with them to decide what local services and infrastructure will be provided and at what cost.

The new purpose statement encourages local authorities to take a fresh look at what they are doing and why, and to seek guidance from their communities about what they want from their council now and into the future.
What does it mean for me?

Local authorities will be taking a good look at their activities to ensure everything they do fits the new purpose and matches their community’s expectations.  They will be asking their communities for their views on what services and infrastructure matter – and how much they are willing to pay for them.
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