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Amendments to the Rules of Casino Table Games
Pursuant to section 367 of the Gambling Act 2003 the following amendment(s) to Division 1 of the Rules of Casino Table Games (General Rules) were prescribed on 10 April 2017.
These amendments take effect from 18 April 2017.
Division 5 – Baccarat
1. New interpretation under section 1.1 to include “free hand”. The new interpretation in full reads:

“Free Hand” has the meaning ascribed to that term in rule 8.3
2. Amendments to rule 8.3 to include the term “Free Hand”. The amended rule in full reads:

8.3 Where no wagers have been placed on the table, the Casino Operator may notwithstanding rule 8.2 deal a number of rounds of cards without any wager being placed (each such round being a “Free Hand”). The Casino Operator shall retain the discretion to determine how many, if any, Free Hands it deals without any wager being placed. Nothing in this rule prevents any person from wagering on any Free Hand should they choose to do so, in accordance with these rules. 

3. Amendments to rule 8.13 to apply consistency in language (from “player”, to “his/her”) and to ensure players (or his/her nominee) check cards “promptly”. The amended rule in full reads:

8.13  The Dealer shall then pass the initial 2 cards drawn for the Player’s Hand to the Player (or his/her Nominee) who shall take the cards, ensuring that they are continually in full view of everyone participating in the game and of the surveillance cameras, and promptly check them. Such cards must not be removed from the table by the Player (or his/her Nominee). 

4. Amendment to rule 8.14 to apply consistency in language (from “player”, to “his/her”). The amended rule in full reads:

8.14 Having checked the hand, the Player (or his/her Nominee) shall immediately turn the cards face up on the layout. The Dealer shall then announce the Point Count of the Player’s Hand and bring the cards face up back to the Player’s Box. 

5. Amendment to rule 9.3 to change wording within a table. “Article I” is removed from the first box of “Table 1: Player’s Hand”. The amended wording within Table 1 in full reads:

“Player having a points total of”

6. New rule 12.10. The new rule in full reads:

12.10 Where, during a round of play and before the Dealer has called “No more bets”:  

(a) any card is inadvertently disclosed (not being a boxed card as contemplated in rule 15.10); or 

(b) any card is handled by a Player or any other person excluding the Dealer,  in each case as determined by the Casino Operator, then the Dealer shall be deemed to have called “No more bets” and no Player shall then be entitled to make, handle, alter or withdraw any wager.

7. Amendments to rule 13.2 (a) to apply consistency in number formatting.

Full details are available in the final documents that are available on the Departments website.
8. Amendments to rule 15.4. The amended rule in full reads:

15.4 Notwithstanding rules 5.14 and 8.2, where dealing style B is adopted, the Dealer may (at his/her discretion) at the start of a round of play either: 
(a)  require a wager to be placed on the table before dealing the initial 4 cards face down and after all remaining wagers (if any) are placed on the table call “No more bets”; or 
(b) deal the initial 4 cards face down and then call “No more bets” after all wagers are placed on the table or a reasonable period of time (as determined by the Casino Operator in its discretion) has elapsed during which wagers could have been placed on the table. Where no wagers are placed on the table, the Casino Operator may at its discretion:  
(i) nonetheless deal a Free Hand without any wager being placed, provided that the Casino Operator first signals its intention to do so by displaying a notice or indicating to that effect on the table; or 
(ii) call “No more bets” after a reasonable period of time (as determined by the Casino Operator in its discretion) has elapsed during which wagers could have been placed on the table and complete dealing the hand. 
For the avoidance of doubt, where dealing style A or C is adopted, rules 5.14 and 8.2 shall prevail.

9. Amendments to rule 15.5 to apply consistency in formatting.

Full details are available in the final documents that are available on the Departments website.
10. Amendments to rule 15.10. The amended rule in full reads:

15.10 Where dealing style B is adopted, if the Dealer inadvertently delivers: 

(a)  the Player card(s) to the Banker area on the table layout and/or the Banker card(s) to the Player area; or 

(b)  the Player card(s) to the player accepting the Banker’s hand and/or the Banker’s card(s) to the player accepting the Player’s hand, during a round of play and the error is identified prior to the Dealer collecting all losing wagers and paying all winning wagers, then immediately upon such identification (notwithstanding that the result of the round may then be known) and at the request of a player, the Casino Operator may (at its discretion) give each player the option of withdrawing any of that player’s wagers then placed on the table, provided that each wager so withdrawn shall be withdrawn in full (not part) and not be placed back on the table during that round.  Where the Casino Operator so exercises its discretion, the Casino Operator shall determine (at its discretion) who shall be entitled to handle and remove the relevant wagers and: 

(c) no new wagers will be placed; and 

(d)  none of the remaining wagers left on the table will be handled or altered, until the round is completed and no Dealer or other person shall permit a player (or his/her Nominee) to do so.  If all wagers are withdrawn, the round of play shall be completed, including the dealing of any subsequent cards as may be required.  
11. Amendments to rule 15.11. The amended rule in full reads:

15.11  If any of the initial 4 cards of a round of play is found face up in, or dealt face up from, the card shoe or Continuous Shuffler (known as a boxed card), the Dealer will announce “No bets this hand” and deal a Void Hand. After the completion of the Void Hand normal play will resume. 
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