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Other changes affecting the content of the long-term plan and related matters

From 2015, long-terms plans will be required to include the following additional information:

· an infrastructure strategy – as per new section 101B (and which may be combined with the financial strategy); and

· the (projected) number of rating units within the district or region (for each year covered by the plan) – as per new clause 15A of Schedule 10.

Only matters of public interest from the infrastructure strategy need to be in the new consultation document, and not a full draft of the proposed strategy (section 93C).  

In contrast to financial policies (see below), the financial strategy and new infrastructure strategy are to be adopted as part of the long-term plan. To clarify this, the relevant clauses in Schedule 10 refer to these strategies being “described” (not “adopted”) under sections 101A and 101B.

There are additional information requirements for unitary authorities for districts that include one or more local board areas. The long-term plan must include certain information about local board activities and funding allocations, and the local board agreement for the first year to which the long-term plan relates (new clause 17A of Schedule 10). 

Under new section 48P, unitary authorities with local boards must undertake appropriate consultation on the proposed content of each local board agreement to be included in the long-term plan. (This does not have to be done through the consultation document, though, or done solely through the consultation document.)

Under section 22 of the Local Government (Auckland Council) Act 2009, the consultation document must contain content relating to each local board agreement to be included in the long-term plan. (In keeping with the general purpose and content requirements for the consultation document, full drafts of these agreements should not be included.) 

A further change is the repeal of section 125(3), which had said that an assessment of water and other sanitary services may be included in a territorial authority’s long-term plan.  This means full assessments should not be in the plan.  Significant variations between the assessments and proposals outlined in the long-term plan would still need to be identified and explained though (clause 6 of Schedule 10).  

An additional point to note is a clarification relating to the revenue and financing policy.  Clause 10 of Schedule 10 has been amended to provide that “a long-term plan must include a local authority’s revenue and financing policy already adopted under section 102(1)”.  

This aligns with provisions currently in section 102 and 103, which clearly indicate that the policy is adopted under section 102, not as part of the long-term plan.  It also follows from changes to the Act made in 2010, which removed the provision that had said a policy under section 102 may be adopted as part of a long-term plan. 

Effectively, this means the revenue and financing policy must be adopted before the long-term plan, so it can then be included in that plan. 
Consultation requirements relating to the adoption and amendment of the revenue and financing policy – as with some other funding and financial policies – are provided for in section 102 (as policies are adopted under this section).  Changes made by the Local Government Act 2002 Amendment Act 2014 mean the special consultative procedure is not required for consultation on these policies.  

Draft policies are not to be consulted on by including them in, or attaching them to, the new long-term plan consultation document.  Matters that fall within the content requirements for that document (as specified in section 93C) are to be included though. 
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