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Joint Committees (Schedule 7 clause 30A)
Legislative context

Clause 30 of schedule 7 of the Act has always allowed local authorities to establish joint committees with other local authorities or public bodies.  Joint committees are deemed to be committees of each of the participating bodies, and the provisions that apply to committees are generally applied to joint committees.

What’s changed?

New clause 30A has been inserted into the schedule to provide a specific statutory code for joint committees.  The most significant aspect of the new clause is the requirement for participating bodies to enter an agreement, specifying key aspects of the constitution and operation of the committee, before establishing a joint committee.  The agreement must cover:

· the membership of the joint committee;

· processes for appointing the chair and deputy-chair;

· terms of reference;

· any delegations; and

· the process for amending the agreement.

For established joint committees, clause 4 of Schedule1AA requires councils to enter into agreements that comply with clause 30A within 12 months of the enactment of the Local Government Act 2002 Amendment Act. 2014.
New clause 30A also includes greater clarity about how the general provisions relating to committees apply in respect of joint committees, including which matters may be varied by the agreement between the parties.

It should be noted that the requirement for an underlying agreement does not apply to joint committees constituted or required to be constituted under any other Act.  This means, for instance, the requirement does not apply to joint committees constituted by or under Treaty settlement legislation.

Why? (What’s the intent of this change?)

Joint arrangements between local authorities and with other bodies are likely to become more important in the context of new initiatives to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of local authority operations.  In this context, it is seen as important to provide a clearer mandate and a more complete but flexible code for joint committees and similar governance arrangements.

What does this mean in practice?

Councils will need to be immediately aware of the requirement to enter a formal agreement that covers the matters specified in clause 30A, before establishing a new joint committee.

Councils have a year to complete formal agreements, covering the matters specified in clause 30A, with the other bodies participating in each joint committee that already exists.
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