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The Department of [nternal Affairs

T= Tar Taiwhenua
Aide Memoire for Cabinet 6 April 2009: Royal Commission on ‘Auckiand Governance

On 6 April 2009 Cabinet will consider your two papsrs on the Royal Commission on
Auckland Governance (Royal Commission).

Royal Commission on Auckland Governance; Proposed High-Level Government
Response

Govermnance

e Royal Commission proposes establishment of single Auckiand Council led by a Mayor%ﬁf
elected at large, with a 2nd tier of six ‘local councils. >

%,
» The paper proposes that Cabinet agree to establish a unitary Auckland Counci ﬁﬁrh a
Mayor elected at large with executive powers, and 20 Councillors. Qgﬁ

s The paper proposes that Cabinet rejects the Royal Commission’s recomrugg@gaﬁons for
the 2™ tier and agrees o an alternative Local Board modsl, which dfmintains local
community representation white providing for strong and consistent re igﬁal governance.

. 'The Local Government Commission will determine the number éﬁ;‘%oardsj boundaries

- and membership (estimated cost of $112,000 to $315,000), {4
. | .%. @
e The proposed Local Board model has the following featur%%:
e not separate legal entity, cannot raise its own @vénue or hire staff;

o has an advocacy role to input into Auckla "&%ouncii’s plans and can develop local
policies for purely local issues (e.9. do \%icies, gambling machines) and patition
Auckland Council for additional sepyi with a commensurate rates adjustment,
or reprioritisation of projects, for @@%’mal area.

« You recommend that Cabinet rejeci@sthe Royal Commission’s recommendations for
Maori representation as there are @‘Sﬁé“ady mechanisms in the Local Electoral Act 2001.

s You recommend four year ele %9’%31 terms be considered in next electoral system review.
&

Critical issues for Auckland ar@c niral government arrangements

Q{;

7

» The paper also recom&éﬁds that Cabinet agrees 1o:

¢ in principl ‘%ﬁ%kland Council’s functions to include development of a single
spatial ptar-and regional infrastructure investment plan;

« inp la consolidate all local authority transport functions under a Regional
Transport Authority; :

. Chiny, .
» @‘?Sﬁnciple water and wastewater services be delivered by an Auckland Council
,s,,,?i% “CCO with further work on stormwater;

o support establishment of city centre and waterfront committee and Waterfront
Development Agency;

s« in principle an Urban Development Agency be set up, with further work on its
POWETS; , ‘

« not support a Social Issues Board, and instead exblore aliernative mechanisms
for central and local government alignment of social well-being; and

« not support a Minister or Cabinet Committee for Auckland, with further work on
central and local government working together in Auckfand.

» You propose announcing the Government’s high-level response on 7 April 2009.

" It also proposes disestablishing all existing community boards with the exception of Great Barrier and
Waiheke Islands and the establishment of a new Community Board for the ceniral city and waterfront.
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