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On 6 April 2009, Cabinet: ﬁiﬁ
S

1 noted that the Royal Commission on Auckland Govezé%an%; (the Royal Commission)

reported to the government on 25 March 2009: >

' ) s L. ‘

2 noted that on 9 March 2009, Cabinet agreed tWetthe Royal Commission’s

recoimmendations be assessed using the folg;fgfkng criteria;

| N o
2.1 meet the'Royal Conumsmon’%%ﬁms of reference;
47 } )
2.2 meet good governance %P{Zﬁ%fples of being democratic, efficient and effective;
%

2.3 are feasible to imgent within desirable timeframes;

2.4  are consisten;?%xh other government programmes and initiatives:

2.5 recognisgiit Treaty of Waitangi:

[CAB Ml.lii@ ) 8/10]
3 notegﬁih t assessment of the Royal Commission’s report and recommendations mdicates

th%;fﬂj%y have generally met the criteria referred to in paragraph 2 shove;

o
4 #3oted that:
&

@& 4.1 the Royal Commission made recommendations on a numiber of other issues
%3"% connected with central government programmes and mitiatives;

42 relevant Ministers will consider the implications of these recommendations and
report to Cabinet by 27 April 2009;

Governance

5 agreed that there be a Mayor for Auckland elected at large with executive powers, and
that those powers be limited to:
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5.1 appointment of the Deputy Mayor and committee chairpersons;
5.2 proposal of the Auckland Council budget and strategic direction;
5.3 establishment and maintenance of an appropriately staffed Mayoral Office;

noted that the Royal Commission recommended a new Auckland governance structure
with a unitary Auckland Council at the regional level and six “local councils’ at the 2‘“‘;%%
tier level; @
i

noted that the Royal Commission’s recommendations regarding the govemanc@cﬁre
at the local level (or 2° tier) do not: e

@ %
@?
7.2 provide for coherent allocation of functional roles and resp@ﬁbﬂmes between

the 1% and 2™ ters; ‘g‘%

noted that a continum of alternative local (or 2™ tier) levg‘ﬁjgtlons has been developed,
as set out in the submission under CAB (09) 160; %%f

7.1 deliver on local preferences and local democracy;

noted that Option 2 — Local Boards — would be s;ga&;gr better reflect communities of
interest and be more closely connected to thegé@,mmumues than ‘local councils’;

agreed that the new Auckland Uoveman%@e&rucme should be a unitary Auckland .
Council at the regicnal level, together %ﬁ@gt% Local Boards at the local (or 2 tier) level

(1.e. Option 2);

£ s%

agreed that the Local Gove %%?ﬁ Commission determine the number of Local Boards
within the range of 20- 30 tl,g%H boundaries, and number of elected members;

agreed that there will gt be any special arrangements for the central city and waterfront
as their needs will b§served by their Local Board as determined by paragraph 11 above;

agreed that W@%ke and Great Barrier Island community boards become Local Boards:

| e Auckland Couneil comprise a total of 20 Councillors, with 8 elected at
12 elected in 12 single member wards;
o

. {Fted that Maori representation should not be provided for within the new Anckland
% governance structure;

noted that a poll to determine the level of support for Maori wards or constituencies
could be run at the 2010 local elections;

noted that four year Iocal government electoral terms only be considered when local
electoral matters in New Zealand overall are next reviewed;

noted that the Auckland Council’s boundaries may raise some issues in relation to the
Teinui settlement process, and this issue will need to be addressed prior fo April 2010
when the final boundaries need to be specified;
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Critical issuas for Auckland

19 noted that the Royal Commission recommended a number of Council Controlled
Organisations (CCOs), such as an Urban Development Agency (UDA);

Integrated Flznning

20 agreed in principle that the functions of the Auckland Council should include the %,
development of a single spatial pian and regional infrastructure investment plan; ggg‘@"
P,
A
21 invited the Minister for the Environment, in consultation with other relevant N@%ers, to
report to Cabinet by 27 April 2009 with more detziled advice on the spatial Q@q and

regional infrastructure investment; A @

22 noted that the Ministry for the Environment will report to the Cabinef.Beonomic Growth
and Infrastructure Committee on the scope of a National Pohcy%tﬁi;@inent on Urban
Design;

et 7

Transport &y

&, :

23 agreed in principle to the consolidation of responsi?ﬁiﬁ.y for all local authority transport
functions under the proposed Regional Transport JA'&?%OII‘YY (RTA);
LY

24 invited the Minister of Transport to report to.86¥binet by 27 April 2009 with defailed
advice on the implications of including 13@1%%&@@ functions within the RTA
particalarly during the transition peﬂcﬁ%}

%

25 agreed that the proposals for trangport recommended by the Royal Commission be
simplified by; .

5
25.1  ensuring that the%&ﬁ’éﬁdand tunding framework is consistent with the national
fanding frame&grk;

mamtam;@%e current structural relationship between national and regicnal

25.2
ﬁ.mctig;j: with respect to roads and rail, although with mechanisms for improved
coorffration;
Urban De velgggfﬁ

=}
26 in )El the Mimnister for the Environment and the Minister for Econormic Development to
kg =port to Cabinet by 27 April 2009 with detailed advice on the functions of the UDA;

#
Z@g} noted that the use of compulsory land acquisition powers by any UDA should be
considered as part of a report to Ministers by the Inter-Agency Urban Development Unit

sﬁig*{’ due by 31 May 2009;

Wafterfront and Central City

28 agreed to support the establishment of a city cenire and waterfront committes by the
Auckland Council;

29 agreed to support the establishment of a Waterfront Development Agency (WDA);

N
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30 invited the Minister for the Environrment and the Minister of Bconomic Development to
report to Cabinet on 27 April 2009 on the details of central government arrangements for
the central city and waterfront area and the functions of the WDA;

Ecenomic Da ve/cpmem‘ Major Events and Recreation and Cultural Facilities

31 imvited the Minister of Econormc Development to report to Cabinet by 27 April 2009 to
clarify: :

31.1  the best arrangements for central government to work with. current Aucman%
councils and the Establishment Board on economic development issues; ; o &

31.2  the exact roles and functions of a regional versus local economic degv'alopment
AZENCY, e%,j

S,

31.3  arrangements for regional tourism promotion and major ey%}@
Rt

32 agreed that regicnal facilities be transferred to the Auckland @%ﬁncﬂ;

ﬁW
Water Management and Supply L7

4@,

33 agreed m principle that all drinking and waste Watpg%emces in urban areas should be
delivered by Watercare as a CCO of the Aucldagg ouncil;

34 invited the Minister for the Env1ronment¢aﬁ%?he Minister for Economic Developrnent to
report to Cabinet by 27 April 2009 oneslg@ffmwater and on detailed advice on the
functions and establishment of the i\gggb CCO;

Social Development and Well-being %@

%,
35 1nv1ted the Minister for Sogl al Development and Employment to report to Cabinet by

27 April 2009 with ad%g@ O mechanisms to ensure alignment by central and local
govemment to men@@ social well-being;

R

Maori and ethnic persggg?ives

36 noted th t?ta% Royal Commuission’s report makes a small number of recommendations
@m fer Pacific and ethnic perspectives, including relevant Advisory Panels;

that cpf

, &
37 nwfed that the Minister of Local Government is also considering an Advisory Panel to
%igﬁﬁvide {the perspective of local iwi;

£

A . o
387 noted that the Minister of Local Govermnment, in consultation with other relevant
Ministers, will report to Cabinet on these issues on 27 April 2009,

&
o {fﬁ

Cenfral and local govarnmant relationship

39 noted that the Prime Minister intends to establish a special purpose Cabinet Committee
on Implementation of Auckland Governance Reforms, to be chaired by the Minister of
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Local Government, which will supersede the ad hoc Ministerial group® on the
development of the government’s response to the Royal Commission’s report;

40 noted that the role of the special purpose Cabinet committee will be to consider all
matters relating to the development and implementation of the government’s response to
the Royal Commission’s recommendations:

41 noted that the special purpose Cabinet committee will be established for a hmited perigd

oftime to oversee the implementation of the reforms and will not constitte an ongpﬁ%
. . .. #
Cabinet committee as recommended by the Royal Commissicn; @éﬁi@

42 noted that the Prime Minister does not intend to establish a ministerial posigf‘gﬁgof
Minister for Auckland; %‘*ﬁﬁ :

N
. Ly
43 invited the Minister of Local Government and other relevant Minﬁﬁ@}’g"to report to
Cabinet on 27 April 2009 with advice on: ««%

43.1  the Government’s objectives for Auckland over ﬁw and medivm term and
how central government can work with local goyemment on these;

43.2  how central government can work with Auckland local government incinding
through an Auckland Central Govemm%%Local Government Fornm;
Publicity £
A

e
44 agreed that the Prime Minister and %%ster of Local Government announce the

government’s high level TESPONSE A the Royal Commission’s report on 7 Aprii 2009 in

. o
Auckland; | %‘2‘3

45 agreed that the M‘mistm@ocai Government release “Making Auckland Greater:
' Government’s decisi%O Avckland’s Governance” at this time;

! _
46 noted the intenti%ﬁ%oﬁ provide information to the public through advertising, publications,
a website and ngWs releases;

k‘ 2
47 agreed théfihe submission under CAB (09) 160 be published on the website
"¥ and.govt.ng on the day of the release of the government’s high-level response;

]
Finan;zé@?gcommendations

48 é‘@@noted that the Local Government Commission has to undertaks a substantive programme
of unplanned work to determine apnropriate boundaries at an estimated cost of around

Q{“ﬁ $112,000 to $315.000;

' The ad hoc Ministerial group comprises: the Minister of Local Government (Chair), the Minister of Finance and
Minister for Infrastructure, the Minister for Economic Development, the Minister for the Environment, the Mirister
of Transport and Associate Minister for Infrastructure, the Minister for Social Development and Employment, Hon
D Jonathan Coleman, the Minister for Building and Constmction, the Associate Minister of Local Government, and

the Minister of Maor Affairs [CAB Min (09) 5/157.
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Legislative implications

49 zoted that on 6 April 2009, Cabinet agreed to the development of legislative changes
necessary to implement changes to Auciland’s governance arrangements
[CAB Min (09) 12/8].
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Secretary of the Cabinet _ Reference: CAR (O%?TSD

““%

Secretary’s note: The Minisier of Local Government will provide the Cabiner Office with a new ver. ﬁ%f the
submission under CAB (09) 160, amended to correct a number of techrical errors as set out in the gruara tabled at

Cabinet. k@\

~ Minister of Transport f%‘:;,
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