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The Department of Internal Affairs
Te Tari Taiwhenua

Purpose of briefing

1. This briefing provides you with notes on the attached Supplementary Order
Papers Numbers 19, 20, 21 from Sue Kedgley of the Green Pariy on the Local
Government (Auckland Reorganisation) Bill 2009

Recommendations

2. The recommendation is that you note the contents of this briefing.
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Anne Carter
Deputy Secretary
L ocal Government and Community

}%H@‘n Rodney Hide
Q;%‘\u}?ﬁlinister of Local Government
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SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER PAPER No 19. Sue Kedgley MP

The proposed amendments seek to remove the power for the Auckland
Transition Agency (ATA) to review "or determine” agendas for forthcoming
- meetings of existing Auckland local authorities and other local government

organisations.

Comment

The provision for the ATA to review agendas is intended to allow the ATA}LQ& )
identify, and give notice to organisations, that it considers that decisions-on a
particular matter may impact on the reorganisation, or on the future c_:_g@fé‘éity
or assets of the Auckland Council. Such decisions must be revieéwggﬁ‘%and
confirmed in writing by the ATA before they are implemented. .7

Removing the power to review items on forthcoming agendds, would [eave

the ATA able only to identify such decisions after they haé.been made, under
clause 20(3). It will be far less disruptive if local aumr\més are aware of the
need to seek confirmation before decisions are tak%’?ﬁ&rather than

retrospectively. {&:a
o ‘fi«"ﬁ
There is no power in the Bill for the ATA tqi%@‘“é‘termine” [ocal government
o
agendas. o
Q;igg& ™
Additional points o

The powers to review both degigiéns and agenda items are safeguards, {o
cover decisions not alreadycovered by the confirmation requirements in
clause 31, or not recogrg§ed as covered by those provisions.

The requirement thatthe ATA confirm decisions does not mean that those
decisions will Q%ﬁfébked‘. It is recognised that existing councils will need to
make some detisions that have consequences for the Auckland Council, fo
take oppotilinities when they arise or address identified needs in a timely way.
The process merely allows the ATA to be satisfied that the impacts of those

decisighs'are justified by the benefits.
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4,

ﬁ.iﬁf&l’fe debate in relation to the establishment of the Select Committee, the

_« /mproposing Member commented that this provision would prevent councils

putting particular matters on their agendas. The clause does not do this.
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SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER PAPER No 20. Sue Kedgley MP

The proposed amendment seeks to explicitly require the approval of the
Cabinet Appointments and Honours Committee to Ministerial appointments to

the Auckland Transition Agency.

Comment

lt is contrary to legislative conventions to refer to Cabinet or Cabinet
Committees in this way in statute.

it is rioteworthy that no other statute that provides for Ministerial apg@tjﬁthilents
refers to the Cabinet Appointments and Honours Commiftee. ’
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SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER PAPER No 21. Sue Kedgley MP

The proposed amendment seeks to insert a new clause that would require the
Transition Agency, “before commencing any changes”, to prepare a transition
budget to cover the period until the 2016 triennial elections.

The budget is to be publicly available, prior to approval is being sought, when

variations are sought, and at 6 monthly intervals. [The proposed clause doss
not specify who is to approve it.] ' &
y‘"\\,_‘eﬁ?u

The proposal lists the individual components of the transition and the
budgeted costs of each.

The amendments propose that any variations or cost overruns{r%rﬁf the
budget be met by the Crown. P

Comment A
The Bill already requires the Auckland Transition @ﬁehcy to obtain the
approval of the responsible Minister and Minists pof Finance to its budgeted
expenditure (clause 22). it also imposes a rgﬁge of financial reporting and
accountability requirements including the provision of audited financial -
statements for presentation to Parliarpe%ﬁf\%under the Public Finance Act 1989)
and providing a narrative report of its ‘Grtivities (clause 13(1) (o) (i)} on its
dissolution. s

R
In the absence of an elected Auckland Council, it is appropriate that the
accountability of ATA is to'*lﬁ[?n?sters and through them to Parliament which

has established it and sé?\e{ts duties and powers.

ol
The creation of a binding budget running through to 2016, as proposed, would
be particularly g@ﬁl‘emaﬁc given that responsibility for finalising the
reorganisatjg@??hd bedding down the change will be exercised by the

o L

Auckland €guncil from 1 November 2010. Accountability for how this is done,
and ’thg\l@gsts incurred, will belong to that council.
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No 19

House of Representatives

Local Government (Auckland Reorganise{aﬁfgi:) Bill

Proposed amendme{rg}%i
Sue Kedgley, in Committee, to move the folL@%\Bg amendments:
A
Part 3; 56‘\;;\

Clause 13 to omit from subclause fﬁfgh(\r) “gr any item on the agenda for a
meeting of an existing local goverfiment organisation {(or any committee of an
existing local govemment org@iﬁg{im) to be held during the transition period™
(line 28 to 32 on page 10)..

Heading to clause 20. "‘éﬁﬁ%i‘t “and meeting agendas” (line 20 on page 14).
Clause 20. to omit “;fagd * iny subelause {1)(a) and the following subclause (1Xb)
(lines 24 to 28 ongpage 14).

Clause 20: t%@‘ﬁt subclause (4) (lines 1 to 6 on page 15).

5 I

1 Explanatory note

SThis Supplementary Order Paper amends the Local Government (Auckland Re-
4%~ prganisation) Bill to remove any authority to review or determine agenda items
for local govermment organisations.

Welimgton, Now Zealang
Publisiad undat e sutbonty of i Houso of Remeseniaie cs— 2002




No 20

House of Representatives
Supplementary Order Paper

Wednesday, 13 May 2009

Local Government (Auckland Reorganisa@éﬂ’) Bill
&
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Proposed amendmeni”

Sue Kedgley, in Commuitee, to move the fg;@ﬁ?hg ameadment:
a\g\_{‘
Part 3. clause 11{1) w‘,g\:i v
To insert after “Minister™, ¥, subjectio the approval of the Cabinet Appointments
and Honours Committee.” {1in¢x€2$%’h page 8).
WL
&;3‘

S
;N“& Explanatory note

This Supplemc%gg.éy'brde: Paper amends the Local Government (Auckland Re-
organisation}\%‘gl["io ensure Cabinet oversight and accountability in the appoint-
ment of t%;%;fi‘rfé.nsition Agency’s members and chair,

Wellmgion, Nen Zeatand
Pubhsked unda the anthanty of e House of Reprasimipaes— 21609




