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Aide memoire for meeting on 25 May 2009 with Waitakere City Council
representatives

s This aide memoire provides background information for your meeling with
Waitakere City Mayor Bob Harvey, Depuly Mayor Penny Hulse, and Chief
Executive Vijaya Vaidynath.

»  Biographical details on altendees sourced from the Waitakere City Council's .
website, "Scoop” independent news, and The Global Indian online magazmefé:_;
are atiached as Annex Qne. sk

Background information

¢«  Mayor Harvey wrote to you on 2 Aptil and 22 April 2009 about.: Auckland
governance. Deputy Mayor Hulse wrote to you on behalf of, ﬁlaNWaitakere
North Shore and Manukau City Councils and the Papakura,»ﬂodney and
Franklin District Councils on 2 April 2009 also about Aucklan@govemance

. Mayor Harvey has also released media statements and. Q@en quoted in various
media since the report of the Royal Qommls&oﬁ Iepor’c on Auckland
governance’s (the Royal Commission report) was relgé“sed

@ This information foims the basis of the mformat\n fisted below.
chkland governance issues Q&

+«  Mayor Harvey believes that the Royal G ¥ninission report should form the basis
for the future of local government 1n Pg land.

Community Assels RS

= Mayor Harvey is concerned th‘gf\commumiy assets including theatres, parks and
stadiums could he “ﬂogged off" by the new Auckland Council. He has
suggested placing these- gésets in community trusits and has called on other

\

councils to join him. o )

»  (Given the Local Q&vemment {Auckland Reorganisation) Bill is expected to be
law by the meetgng ‘date, any Auckland councils wanting to dispose of assets will
first have t%aeek the approval of the Auckland Transition Agency.

«  The Dep}artment of Internal Affairs was informed that a meeting of the Waitakere
City (‘o\mcnl was to take place on Friday 15 May 2009. Budget decisions were
to Qg«made at this meeting that could potentially undermine the transition
agency and the future Auckland Council. Chief Executive Brendan Boyle

\g:%ntacted the Council's Chief Executive Vijaya Vaidyanath who fold him that
'she would stop this meeting and investigate the matter further

¢ m?%’epresentatron

< "'*

e  Mayor Harvey has stated that all councillors on the Auckland Council should be
glected from wards, not at large. Mayor Harvey believes this will enable the
communities’ concerns to be heard in a fransparent and democratic manner.

e« He has also stated that the 20-30 Local Boards mean that the Auckland Council
will not he able to meaningfully engage with local issues as they will be too
numerous and diffuse. He is also concerned that Local Boards will lack
influence without the ability {o raise their own revenue
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«  There is also concemn about the lack of Maorni representation in the new
Auckland Couneil. ' -

Infrastructure

e Governance of water supply is seen as a critical issue. Mayor Harvey has
suggested the appointment of a "water ombudsmen” or some other form of
regulation to ensure the monopoly supply is best value/price delivered and he
supports the retention of water in public ownership

«  Storm water management is seen to lie with local land use and Mayor Harvey ™"
believes this shoutd be gaverned at a local lovel. A

«  Inher letter on behalf of the six councils Deputy Mayor Hulse stated suppott for
the Regional Transpott Authotity fo be implemented. The letter also rggognised
the need to wark with central government towards a reso[utiofiwi%“ franspott

\M&QL.‘

issues. : =
Transition costs

«  Both Mayor Harvey and Depuly Mayor Hulse noted inggﬁ&lr;;cor'r'espondence that
the cost of reform Is beyond the capacity of ratepaygis to pay and that funding
shortfalls should be cqvered by central govemmer;t.. e

e The Ceuncil used the Rayal Commission’s f;gfr?és to come up with a cost of
$550 per ratepayet for the restructuring ¢ Auckland govemance. The $550
figure is speculative and ignores prqua@ savings from moving fo & unitary
Auckland Gouncil: Detailed costings«%@éﬁ%e not yet been done as final decisions
on the shape of Auckland’s future ggyegmance have not been made. o

Further information QT“ _

» A telephone survey unde%?g@ by Phoenix Research Limited of 401 Waitakere - .
residents done between. | »and 20 Apiil 2009 showed 47 per cent oppose the
amalgaration of Auckland's councils. Mayor Harvey is encouraging people to
make submissiohgz@j?‘i“’t_he Local Gavernment {Auckland Gouneil) Bill once the
Select Committgg ¢alls for submissions. o

S

= Mayoy Hag@x?}ﬁés stated that he will run for the Auckland Council, but he has
not yet dg’;gié‘éd if he will run for Mayor or as a Coungilior.
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Unrelate t deci
_ d to Government decisions on Auckland Governance
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Noted

signed by the Hon Radney Hide

Hon Radney Hide _
Minister of Local Government
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Annex One

Bob Harvey QSO JP
Mayor

Bob Harvey has been Mayor of Waitakere City since 199& He is the current (;hau of
the Local Government New Zealand Metropolitan Maycﬁﬁs Sector, and former chait of

the Auckland Mayoral Forum, . V;éf\

Mayor Harvey has been seminal in a number.¢ ﬁround -breaking initiatives; icluding
the “eco city” concept, and estabhshmgﬁlsi@ first Maori Standing Committee, Te
Taumata Runanga. He has also been tﬁgﬁ?mental in moves to permanently protect,
by law and by Parliamentary leg;siatlon the Waitakere Ranges from over

development and subdivision. \"“w

p ﬁ%nny Hulse
& \xgj‘ ‘Deputy Mayor

\'R

Panny Hulse has fifieen years' experience on the Council, She is currently Chair of
the Policy and Stralegy Committee, and a member of the Waitakere Community
Board and Finance and Operation Committee.

She is marrled with two sons and is involved in a variety of community organisations
including being patron of Waitakere Special Clympics, a trustee of the Waitakere Anti
Violenece Essential Services and the West Auckland Hospital Foundation Group.
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Vijaya Vaidyanath
Chief Executive

Vijaya has been with the Council since Mairch 2008.% She was praviously Chief
Executive of Rodney District Council and has worked fat both the South Taranaki
District Council and the Palmerston North City Coungl.

She has an MBA from the University of Piﬁsb@éh and is a Senlor Executive Fellow
of Harvard tniversity. She was bom in CHennai, India, and studied in the United

States. She then returned fo India to @Wbefcra she and her hushand moved to

New Zealand in 1994, . |




